
Purpose of Initial Placement:
• SuccessMaker® Reading Initial Placement is designed to determine where a student is ready to 

begin instruction in the program.  
• Initial Placement is not a summative assessment.

Before Initial Placement:
• If a student is already known to be significantly below or above grade level before Initial 

Placement, adjust the student’s grade level starting point before beginning Initial Placement 
to minimize student frustration.

• In SuccessMaker, follow these steps to adjust a student’s grade level: 

3. Select the three dots to the far right of the 
 student’s name, and select Assignment Settings.

4. Scroll to the bottom of the assignment settings 
 and turn on Manually Set Course Level. 
 Scroll down again if needed and move the slider 
 that appears to the desired start level for 
 the student.

5. Click Save.

1. From the top dropdown menu, under the 
 Courseware dropdown, select Assignments.

2. Select View Assignment for the Reading Course.

K-8 Adaptive 
Personalized 

Learning

Initial Placement: Key Things to Know

1

2

3

4

5



During Initial Placement:

It is critical students properly log out of the reading course:

COMPLETING A FULL SESSION LOGGING OUT EARLY

Grades K-2 Student Experience
• The K-2 Reading Initial Placement student experience is similar to what students will experience in the 

SuccessMaker Reading program.
• K-2 SuccessMaker Reading Initial Placement assesses specific skills.
• K-2 students will vary in the amount of time it takes to complete the SuccessMaker Reading Initial Placement: 

• Most K-2 students–those K-2 students whose ability level is close to the grade level in which they are 
enrolled in the program–will frequently finish Reading Initial Placement in under 40 minutes. 

• Some K-2 students may require several sessions to complete Initial Placement; this occurs when student 
performance indicates that a student sees items from multiple grade levels (for example, a second grader 
who may need to see second and third grade content in order to be accurately placed in the program). In 
most cases, the K-2 students who will require several sessions to complete Reading Initial Placement are 
K-2 students working above grade level.

Grades 3-8 Student Experience
• The Grades 3-8 SuccessMaker Reading Initial Placement assesses passage comprehension.
• Generally, 3rd-8th grade students will complete initial placement in under 1 hour. Time requirements do 

vary for individual students, but not as significantly for K-2 Reading.
• 3rd-8th grade students will complete between 30 and 50 exercises. 

• If a 3rd-8th grade student drops down into K-2 initial placement content, then the K-2 time/exercise 
requirements noted above will also apply to the 3rd-8th grade student.

• Students should work independently without help. If students have assistance during Initial Placement, their 
grade level placement could be too high and result in program instruction being too difficult.
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If students need to log out of SuccessMaker early (before 
the end of their session), students must follow these steps:

1. In the top right corner, select the X to Close.
2. On the pop-up window that appears, select Yes to 
  end the session.
3. The SuccessMaker home screen will appear. Select 
  Log Out at the top right of that screen to complete 
  program log-out.

When students complete a 
full SuccessMaker session, 
their progress report pops up 
automatically. Students should:

1.  On the top right, select 
 the X to Close the progress 
 report.
2.  Then select Log Out.
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